Kansas Speaks Fall 2020 Statewide Public Opinion Survey by Zollinger, Brett et al.
Fort Hays State University 
FHSU Scholars Repository 
Docking Institute of Public Affairs 
10-2020 





Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.fhsu.edu/docking 
 Part of the Political Science Commons 




Kansas Speaks  
Fall 2020 









































      Director                      Assistant Director 
 
      Michael S. Walker, MS       Luis Montelongo, MBA 
































































Patrick Miller, Ph.D.          Michael Smith, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor          Professor 
Department of Political Science      Department of Political Science 
University of Kansas          Emporia State University 
 
 













































































































































































































































































20.3% 35.7% 24.9% 13.5% 5.1% 0.7%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=414)










































4.9% 16.1% 35.5% 31.3% 8.7%
3.4%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=398)
Excellent Very good Good Fair Poor Very poor
49.1% 38.0% 12.9%































17.6% 26.7% 37.8% 17.9%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=390)
Very concerned Moderately concerned Slightly concerned Not concerned at all
68.5% 31.6%










































5.7% 18.7% 25.7% 28.3% 21.5%




















































































































































Very satisfied Somewhat satisfied Neutral Somewhat dissatisfied Very dissatisfied
 




































35.7% 46.2% 9.8% 8.3%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=393)
Joe Biden Donald Trump Neither of the two candidates I do not plan on voting/cannot  vote
 




































26.4% 30.5% 17.3% 25.7%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=375)
Very concerned Somewhat concerned Not very concerned Not at all concerned
50.1% 26.5% 16.0% 7.4%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=375)
Very confident Somewhat confident Not too confident Not at all confident
 

















































































15.5% 16.6% 26.2% 24.5% 17.1%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
n=(416)























Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Neutral Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree
 































































































































Strongly Approve Approve Neither Approve Nor Disapprove Disapprove Strongly Disapprove
 






























































Strongly Agree Agree Neither Agree Nor Disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree
 











































0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Local election offcials (n=333)
Kansas Secretary of State (n=325)
Very Confident Somewhat Confident Not Too Confident Not At All Confident
 






























































Very Favorable Favorable Neither Favorable Nor  Unfavorable Unfavorable Very Unfavorable
 







































13.5% 17.3% 17.1% 15.2% 36.9%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
(n=386)
Extremely worried Moderately worried Somewhat worried Slightly worried Not at all worried
 
The Docking Institute of Public Affairs: Kansas Speaks Fall 2020                                                            Page 23                                   













































The Docking Institute of Public Affairs: Kansas Speaks Fall 2020                                                            Page 24                                   

















The Docking Institute of Public Affairs: Kansas Speaks Fall 2020                                                            Page 25                                   





























































The Docking Institute of Public Affairs: Kansas Speaks Fall 2020                                                            Page 26                                   
Appendix D: Survey Instrument 
 
Welcome to the 2020 Kansas Speaks survey conducted by the Docking Institute of 
Public Affairs at Fort Hays State University. Kansas Speaks is a statewide survey 
measuring Kansans' opinions on public affairs issues and their evaluations of elected 
officials. The survey has been conducted annually since 2009, and survey results have 
been reported in local, state, and national news media. Your opinions matter. By 
participating in this survey you will give voice to thousands of Kansans similar to you. 
You are assured complete confidentiality.    
    
For more information about the Kansas Speaks survey, please visit our website: 
www.fhsu.edu/docking/Kansas-Speaks   
    
Should you have concerns with the survey, please contact Dr. Jian Sun via his email 
address: jsun@fhsu.edu   
    
  
Q0 Do you currently reside in the state of Kansas? 
o Yes  
o No  
 
 
Q.Age Are you at least 18 years of age or older? 
o Yes  




Q.YearBorn What year were you born? 
 
 
Q.Gender What is your gender? 
o Male  
o Female  
o Gender-fluid/transgender  
o Other  
o Prefer not to specify  
 
 
The Docking Institute of Public Affairs: Kansas Speaks Fall 2020                                                            Page 27                                   
 
Q.County In which Kansas county do you primarily reside? 
▼ Allen ... Wyandotte 
 
Q1 In general, how would you rate Kansas as a place to live? 
o Excellent  
o Very Good  
o Good  
o Fair  
o Poor  
o Very Poor  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q2 Generally speaking, do you feel Kansas is on the right track or wrong track? 
o Right Track  
o Wrong Track  
o Don't Know  
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Q3 In general, how would you rate the Kansas economy? Would you say it is... 
o Excellent  
o Very Good  
o Good  
o Fair  
o Poor  
o Very Poor  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q4 Over the last 12 months, how would you say the Kansas economy has changed? 
Would you say it is... 
o Getting Worse  
o Staying the Same  
o Getting Better  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q5 How concerned are you that the Kansas economy will seriously threaten you or your 
family's well-being over the next year? Would you say... 
o Very Concerned  
o Moderately Concerned  
o Slightly Concerned  
o Not Concerned at all  
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Q6 Please indicate if you are "Very satisfied," "Somewhat Satisfied," "Neutral," 















general  o  o  o  o  o  o  
U.S. Senator 
Jerry Moran  o  o  o  o  o  o  
U.S. Senator 
Pat Roberts  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Governor 
Laura Kelly  o  o  o  o  o  o  
President 
Donald 
Trump  o  o  o  o  o  o  
The Kansas 
Supreme 





o  o  o  o  o  o  
Congressman 
Roger 
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Q7 If the presidential election were held today, who would you vote for? 
o Joe Biden  
o Donald Trump  
o Neither of the top two candidates  
o I do not plan on voting/cannot vote  




Q8 Medicaid expansion is a current political issue with the Kansas Legislature. How 
much do you think about this issue? 
o A great deal  
o A lot  
o A moderate amount  
o A little  
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Q9 If Kansas expands Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act, about 10% of the 
expansion would be paid by Kansas, and 90% by the federal government. Studies 
estimate that expanding Medicaid would provide health coverage to approximately 
150,000 Kansans and financially benefit rural hospitals. Do you "Strongly Agree," 










































in Kansas.  
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Q10 Think about what you paid in sales tax, property tax, and state income tax together. 
Compared to two years ago, has the amount you paid in state taxes increased, 
remained the same, or decreased? 
o Increased  
o Remained the Same  
o Decreased  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q11 The Kansas government has to produce tax revenue for every dollar it spends. 
Some people would prefer the government to have lower taxes and less spending. 
Others favor higher taxes and more government spending. Which of the following do 
you favor? 
o Much higher taxes and spending  
o Somewhat higher taxes and spending  
o Keeping the current level of taxes and spending  
o Somewhat lower taxes and spending  
o Much lower taxes and spending  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q12a Which of the following taxes would you favor increasing? (select all that apply) 
 Income Tax  
 Sales Tax  
 Property Tax  
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Q12b In which of the following areas would you favor increasing state funding? (select 
all that apply) 
 Grades kindergarten through high school  
 State colleges and universities  
 Social services such as senior and disability services  
 Roads and highways  




Q13a Which of the following taxes would you favor decreasing? (select all that apply) 
 Income Tax  
 Sales Tax  
 Property Tax  
 Don't Know  
 
 
Q13b In which of the following areas would you favor decreasing state funding? (select 
all that apply) 
 Grades kindergarten through high school  
 State colleges and universities  
 Social services, such as senior and disability service  
 Roads and highways  
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Q14 There are other ways to increase the state of Kansas's revenue that would not 
include raising traditional taxes. Do you "Strongly Support", "Somewhat Support", "are 

















and cigars  
o  o  o  o  o  o  
Increasing 
taxes on 










the State of 
Kansas  




Q15 If you voted in the 2018 election for governor, did you vote for Laura Kelly? 
o Yes  
o No  
o Did not vote in the 2018 governor election  
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Q16 At any point since the start of the coronavirus outbreak, has anyone living in your 
household had: 
 Yes No Don't Know 
Serious problems 
paying credit 
cards/loans/debt  o  o  o  
Serious problems 
paying 
mortgage/rent  o  o  o  
Serious problems 
paying utilities  o  o  o  
Serious problems 
affording food  o  o  o  
Serious problems 
making car 
payments  o  o  o  
Serious problems 
affording medical 
care  o  o  o  
Other serious 
financial problems  o  o  o  
 
 
Q17 At any point since the start of the coronavirus outbreak, have any adults living in 
your household: 
 Yes No Don't Know 
Lost their job  o  o  o  
Lost their business  o  o  o  
Been furloughed  o  o  o  
Taken mandatory 
unpaid leave  o  o  o  
Had wages or 
hours reduced  o  o  o  
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Q18 As you know, Kansas is struggling with the coronavirus, as are other parts of the 
U.S. and the world. Thinking of how the following public officials have handled the 
coronavirus outbreak, do you "Strongly Approve," "Approve," "Neither Approve Nor 


























o  o  o  o  o  o  
The United 
States 
Congress  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Kansas 
Governor 
Laura Kelly  o  o  o  o  o  o  
The Kansas 
Legislature  o  o  o  o  o  o  
The Kansas 
state school 
board  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Your county 
government  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Your city 
government  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Your local 




in general  
o  o  o  o  o  o  
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Q19 In the past month, did you wear a mask or face covering when in stores or other 
businesses all or most of the time?  
o Yes  
o No  
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Q20 Do you "Strongly Agree," "Agree," "Neither Agree Nor Disagree," "Disagree," or 


















the spread of 
coronavirus.  
o  o  o  o  o  o  






by wearing a 
mask/face 
covering.  











o  o  o  o  o  o  
The best 
way to stop 






virus run its 
course in the 
population.  
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Q21 How confident are you that the following public officials have done everything 
possible to make sure that the election this year will be safe for Kansas voters who are 













State  o  o  o  o  o  
Your local 
election 




Q22 When a vaccine for the coronavirus becomes available, will you get vaccinated? 
o Yes  
o No  




The Docking Institute of Public Affairs: Kansas Speaks Fall 2020                                                            Page 40                                   
 
 
Q23 This year there have been many protests around the country regarding police 
behavior. 
For each of the following people/groups, is your rating of how each has handled the 
protests "Very Favorable," "Favorable," "Neither Favorable Nor Unfavorable," 





















o  o  o  o  o  o  
The police 
themselves  o  o  o  o  o  o  
President 
Donald 




Joe Biden  
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Q24 Has the Black Lives Matter movement made racial issues in America better or 
worse, or has it not really changed things either way?  
o Better  
o Worse  
o Has not really changed things  
o Unsure  
 
 
Q25 Some people believe that the protests associated with the Black Lives Matter 
movement promote violence, but other people do not believe that is the case. How 
worried are you that Black Lives Matter protests will bring violence to your 
neighborhood?  
o Extremely worried  
o Moderately worried  
o Somewhat worried  
o Slightly worried  
o Not at all worried  
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Q26a As you may have heard, more Americans are voting by mail this year than in 
recent election years. How concerned are you that widespread mail voting will lead to 
voter fraud?  
o Very concerned  
o Somewhat concerned  
o Not very concerned  
o Not at all concerned  
o Don’t Know  
 
 
Q26b How confident are you that you understand how to request and cast a vote by 
mail ballot in Kansas?  
o Very confident  
o Somewhat confident  
o Not too confident  
o Not at all confident  
o Don’t Know  
 
 
Q27a Do you think the winner of the November presidential election should name the 
successor to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the U.S. Supreme Court? 
o Yes  
o No  
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Q27b If President Donald Trump appoints a new Supreme Court Justice before the 
presidential inauguration in January 2021, do you think the U.S. Senate should confirm 
the nominee? 
o Yes  
o No  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q27c Does Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg's death affect your support for 
either of the presidential nominees? 
o Justice Ginsburg's death increases my support for President Donald Trump  
o Justice Ginsburg's death increases my support for Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden  
o Justice Ginsburg's death has no impact on my support for either of the 
presidential nominees  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q28 By your best guess, where will you be in 5 years? Are you likely to... 
o Still be living in the same community you are in now  
o Move to another location in Kansas  
o Relocate to a state other than Kansas  
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Q29 Do you consider yourself a... 
o Strong Republican  
o Moderate Republican  
o Independent, Leaning Republican  
o Independent  
o Independent, Leaning Democrat  
o Moderate Democrat  
o Strong Democrat  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q30 Are you currently a registered voter in Kansas? 
o Yes  
o No  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q31 What is the highest level of education you have received? 
o Less than high school  
o High school diploma or equivalency  
o Some college  
o Associates or technical degree  
o Bachelors degree  
o Postgraduate degree  
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Q32 Are you Hispanic, Latino/a, or Spanish origin? 
o Yes  
o No  
o Don't Know  
 
 
Q33 Which one or more of the following would you say is your race? 
 White  
 Black or African American  
 Asian or Pacific Islander  
 American Indian or Alaska Native  
 Other  
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Q34 Which category includes your total annual household annual income in 2019 
before taxes and withholdings (i.e., total gross income)? 
   
  
o Under $10,000  
o $10,000 to $24,999  
o $25,000 to $34,999  
o $35,000 to $49,999  
o $50,000 to $74,999  
o $75,000 to $99,999  
o $100,000 to $149,999  
o $150,000 or more  
o Unsure  
o Decline to answer  
 
 
You are at the end of the survey. If you wish to submit your answers, click the right 
arrow below. You will not be able to change your answers or re-enter the survey once 
you click the right arrow. If you want to make changes to your answers, click the left 
arrow. Thank you for your participation in this survey!  -- Docking Institute of Public 
Affairs, www.fhsu.edu/docking 
 
 
 
